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Executive Summary 
This V-Dec Management Plan has been prepared to accompany an application to have a portion of Conservation 

Land owned by Ipswich City Council (ICC) known as the Springfield Wildlife Corridor declared as a Voluntary 

Declaration (V-Dec) under the Vegetation Management Act 1999. This plan forms one of the mandatory supporting 

requirements for the V-Dec Application and primarily outlines weed removal and maintenance and improvement 

works to occur over the declared area as agreed with ICC (the land owner and applicant). 

 

The Spring Mountain Estate project was deemed a controlled action under the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) on the 18th of December 2013 (EPBC 2013/7057) due to impacts on 

listed threatened species and communities (Section 18 & 18A). The project was assessed by Preliminary 

Documentation and approved with conditions on the 23rd of December 2015. To compensate for the loss of Koala 

and Grey-headed Flying-fox habitat, 293ha of MNES habitat (shown in Annex 1 of the approval included as 

Appendix B) is required as an environmental offset. Specifically, Condition 7 of the approval requires the offset to 

be to be legally secured and Condition 8 requires the proponent to demonstrate a gain in habitat quality across the 

offset area.  

 

Securing of the offset must occur prior to the commencement of the action (i.e. operational works and/or vegetation 

clearing) by putting in place a legal mechanisms available through Queensland legislation to secure the land. The 

chosen mechanism is a Voluntary Declaration (V-Dec). To enhance the habitat quality of the offset for MNES, 

vegetation management and rehabilitation works are proposed to be carried out by Lendlease Communities 

Australia (Lendlease). These have been coordinated in accordance with ICC’s Works Parks and Recreation 

Department and primarily include weed eradication and long term weed control, assisted revegetation and 

rehabilitation, and monitoring and reporting.  

 

The extent of land to be legally secured by Lendlease for offset is 293ha. This V-Dec Management Plan seeks a 

declaration over 396ha in line with titled dedicated by the former land owner, Springfield Land Corporation.  

 

The Voluntary Declaration Area incorporates the entire extent of the following cadastral allotments (Lot 11 on 

S31533, Lot 705 on SP151175, Lot 740 on SP179412, Lot 745 on SP242282, Lot 747 on SP189043, Lot 751 on 

SP189053, Lot 752 on SP189053, Lot 753 on SP189054 and Lot 748 on SP189044). Within these allotments two 

registered easements occur providing a range of use rights to Powerlink and Seqwater. This V-Dec Management 

Plan and the separately proposed Property Map of Assessable Vegetation (PMAV) maintain these rights completely. 

This is achieved by ensuring the specific easement areas are not listed as Category A under the PMAV, rather remain 

mapped as Category X. Secondly, the specific easement dealing numbers and documents referenced in this 

management plan will continue as current.  

 

This V-Dec Management Plan has been prepared to meet components of Conditions 7 and 8 of the EPBC Approval 

(2013/7057) and provides details of management intent and management outcomes for the offset area which have 

been developed in accordance with the template management plan for Voluntary Declarations published by the 

Department of Natural Resources and Mines. 
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1. Introduction 

The Environmental Management Division of Saunders Havill Group (SHG) was engaged by Lendlease 

Communities Australia Pty Ltd (Lendlease) to prepare a V-Dec Management Plan for land adjoining Spring 

Mountain Estate, located at Sinnathamby Boulevard, Springfield Central.  

 

Spring Mountain Estate was referred under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) 

on the 19th November 2013 and subsequently declared a “Controlled Action” pursuant to section 18 and 18A (listed 

threatened species and communities) (EPBC Act reference 2013/7057). The trigger for the controlling provision was 

due to potential impacts on the Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) and Grey-headed Flying-fox (Pteropus poliocephalus), 

which are both listed as Vulnerable under the EPBC Act.  

 

Under the Commonwealth Department of the Environment’s (DoE) Preliminary Documentation requests, an 

offset proposal to compensate for the impacts of clearing 269.5 hectares of habitat critical to the survival of the 

Koala and 255 hectares of critical habitat for the Grey-headed Flying-fox was prepared in consultation with the DoE. 

The offset proposal specified using 293ha of the 396ha of remnant vegetation adjoining Flinders–Karawatha 

Bioregional Corridor which had been previously dedicated by Springfield Land Corporation (SLC) to Ipswich City 

Council (ICC) to offset impacts associated with development within the entire approved Springfield Structure Plan 

(refer Figure 1). The impacts compensated for included the development of Spring Mountain Estate.  

 

On the 23rd December 2015, Spring Mountain Estate was approved by the DoE subject to conditions (refer 

Appendix B). Specifically, Condition 7 of the approval requires the approval holder to secure 293ha of MNES habitat 

for Koala and Grey-headed Flying-fox within the agreed offset proposal site (shown as Annex 1 in the approval 

included as Appendix B) via a legal binding mechanisms available through Queensland legislation; being either by 

a Covent on Title, Voluntary Declaration or Nature Refuge. The chosen mechanism in this instance is a V-Dec. In 

addition, Condition 8 of the approval requires the approval holder to achieve a gain in habitat quality across the 

offset compared to baseline offset habitat quality and extent.  

 

This V-Dec Management Plan has been prepared to provide details of overarching management intent, actions and 

outcomes to satisfy the requirements of Condition 7 and Condition 8 of the EPBC Approval and the request for a V-

Dec under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 (VMA). This V-Dec Management Plan has been prepared in 

accordance with the template management plan for voluntary declarations published by the Department of 

Natural Resources and Mines (NRM). Supporting information is provided in Appendix A.  

 

The Voluntary Declaration Area incorporates the entire extent of the following cadastral allotments (Lot 11 on 

S31533, Lot 705 on SP151175, Lot 740 on SP179412, Lot 745 on SP242282, Lot 747 on SP189043, Lot 751 on 

SP189053, Lot 752 on SP189053, Lot 753 on SP189054 and Lot 748 on SP189044). Within these allotments two 

registered easements occur providing a range of use rights to Powerlink and Seqwater. This V-Dec Management 

Plan and the separately occurring Property Map of Assessable Vegetation (PMAV) maintain these rights completely. 

This is achieved by ensuring the specific easement areas are not listed as Category A under the PMAV, rather remain 

mapped as Category X. Secondly, the specific easement dealing numbers and documents as referenced in this 

management plan will continue as current.   
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The main objective of the offset is: 

 

To create a self-sustaining ecosystem that provides habitat critical to the survival of the Koala and Grey-headed 

Flying-fox within a publically owned, locally significant, conservation area within the Flinders–Karawatha 

Bioregional Corridor. 

1.1. Property and Ownership Details: 

V-Dec Proponent Lendlease Communities Australia Pty Ltd 

V-Dec Applicant Ipswich City Council  

Name of registered owners: Ipswich City Council (registered owners) 

Postal address: C/- Saunders Havill  

9 Thompson Street 

Bowen Hills   QLD  4006 

Phone: 

Email: 

(07)3251 9400 

murraysaunders@saundershavill.com 

Size of declared area: 396 ha 

Local Government Area: Ipswich City Council 

RPD Lot 748 on SP189044 

Lot 753 on SP189054 

Lot 752 on SP189053 

Lot 751 on SP189053 

Lot 747 on SP189043 

Lot 745 on SP242282 

Lot 740 on SP179412 

Lot 705 on SP151175 

Lot 11 on S31533 

Tenure Freehold 

EPBC reference 2013/7057 

1.2. Description of declared area 

The 396 ha V-Dec area is comprised of Lot 11 on S31533, Lot 705 on SP151175, Lot 740 on SP179412, Lot 745 on 

SP242282, Lot 747 on SP189043, Lot 751 on SP189053, Lot 752 on SP189053, Lot 753 on SP189054 and Lot 748 on 

SP189044 and located adjacent to the Spring Mountain Estate project site off Centenary Highway and Springfield 

Greenbank Arterial, Springfield. The V-Dec area which will be declared under section 19F(1)(a) of the Vegetation 

Management Act 1999 is shown on the Declared Area Plan (refer Appendix C) attached to this management plan.  
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1.3. Registered Interests  

Written consent for the declaration has been obtained from all persons and companies who have a registered 

interest in the area (refer to Section 4.4). Registered interests include mortgages, leases, subleases, covenants, profit 

á prendes, easements and building management statements, that have been registered on title under the Land Act 

1994 or the Land Title Act 1994. Persons with a registered interest in the declared area are: 

Type  Interest Holder Lot Number Easement Details 

Easement Powerlink 751 SP189053 � 602589417 (D972698), dated 07/07/1999 

� 703230867, dated 17/03/1999 

748 SP189044 � 602038460 (D972700), dated 07/07/1999 

� 703230867, dated 17/03/1999 

745 SP242282 � 601668680 (D972706), dated 07/07/1999 

� 601668682 (L886473X), dated 08/07/1999 

747 SP189043 � 601668679 (D972702), dated 07/07/1999 

Easement Seqwater 745 SP242282 � 711922895, dated 19/08/2013 

� 712158705, dated 19/08/2013 

1.3.1 Existing Infrastructure Rights 

Management intent for the V-Dec area is to enhance habitat quality for MNES while maintaining existing 

conservation values and use rights for registered interests. The existing interests and rights of Powerlink and 

Seqwater will not be affected by the making of the V-Dec, specifically: 

 

� The proposed Property Vegetation Management Map (PMAV) (refer Appendix D) shows existing 

easements to remain as Category X which ensures rehabilitation and vegetation management outcomes 

do not apply to the easement corridors and access tracks. (N.B. Weed removal of declared species will occur 

through easement areas) 

� Registered interests will continue to be able to exercise their rights under any laws or approvals to access 

and carry out works in the easement. 

� Any planned activities that may be carried out (by persons other than registered interests (i.e. Powerlink 

and Seqwater and their contractors) within an easement, or that may affect easement holder’s access 

requirements, will require written consent by the easement holder before undertaking those activities. 

� Registered interests will be consulted and be required to provide consent to any current bushfire 

management plans and land maintenance practices, and any future changes to these plans which may 

affect registered easements or access tracks. 

� ICC will obtain consent from registered interests prior to making any amendments to the V-Dec 

Management Plan which may affect the exercise of easement holder’s rights and interests within their 

easement corridors or existing access tracks.  
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� ICC will obtain consent from registered interests for agreeing to any replacement PMAV that changes the 

vegetation category of the easement corridor.  

� ICC will obtain consent from registered interests before agreeing to a code for the clearing of vegetation 

within the V-Dec area that will apply to the easement corridor or the access tracks. 

� ICC will continue to allow the use of, and maintain, access tracks used by easement holders or provide 

suitable alternatives with consent of registered interests.   
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2. Flora Values 
The Queensland Government’s Regional Ecosystem map shows the site contains areas of Category X (non-remnant) 

and Category B (remnant) vegetation containing Endangered, Of Concern and Least Concern regional ecosystems. 

Specifically, RE12.8.24 (Endangered), RE12.9-10.7a (Of Concern), RE12.9-10.2 (Least Concern), RE12.9-10.17 (Least 

Concern) and RE12.9-10.19 (Least Concern). These Regional Ecosystems are shown in Figure 2 and described below: 

 

Re12.9-10.2 (Least Concern) 

Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata open forest or woodland usually with Eucalyptus crebra. Other species such as 

Eucalyptus tereticornis and Corymbia intermedia may be present in scattered patches or in low densities. Understorey 

can be grassy or shrubby. Shrubby understorey of Lophostemon confertus (whipstick form) often present in northern 

parts of bioregion. Occurs on Cainozoic and Mesozoic sediments. 

 

RE 12.9-10.17 (Least Concern)  

Open-forest complex generally with a variety of stringybarks, grey gums, ironbarks and in some areas spotted gum. 

Canopy trees include Eucalyptus siderophloia, E. propinqua or E. major, E. acmenoides or E. portuensis, E. carnea and/or 

E. microcorys and/or Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata. Other species that may be present locally include Corymbia 

intermedia, C. trachyphloia, Eucalyptus tereticornis, E. biturbinata, E. moluccana, E. longirostrata, E. fibrosa subsp. fibrosa 

and Angophora leiocarpa. Lophostemon confertus or Whipstick Lophostemon confertus often present in gullies and as 

a sub canopy or understorey tree. Mixed understorey of grasses, shrubs and ferns. Hills and ranges of Cainozoic and 

Mesozoic sediments. 

12.9-10.17a: Lophostemon confertus dominated open forest. Occurs in gullies and southern slopes on Cainozoic and 

Mesozoic sediments 

 

RE 12.9-10.19 (Least Concern) 

Open-forest of Eucalyptus fibrosa subsp. fibrosa +/- Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata, E. acmenoides or E. portuensis, 

Angophora leiocarpa, E. major open-forest. Understorey often sparse. Localised occurrences of Eucalyptus sideroxylon. 

Occurs on Cainozoic and Mesozoic sediments. 

12.9-10.19a: Corymbia henryi +/- Eucalyptus fibrosa subsp. fibrosa, Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata, E. siderophloia, 

E. crebra open forest. Occurs in coastal areas on Cainozoic and Mesozoic sediments 

 

RE 12.9-10.7 (Of Concern) 

Eucalyptus crebra +/- E. tereticornis, Corymbia tessellaris, Angophora leiocarpa, E. melanophloia woodland. Occurs on 

Cainozoic and Mesozoic sediments.  

12.9-10.7a: Eucalyptus siderophloia, Corymbia intermedia +/- E. tereticornis and Lophostemon confertus open forest. 

Occurs on Cainozoic and Mesozoic sediments in near coastal areas. 

 

RE12.8.24 (Endangered) 

Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata, Eucalyptus crebra +/- E. moluccana open forest. Occurs on Cainozoic igneous 

rocks especially lower slopes of rhyolite and trachyte hills (e.g. Moogerah Peaks).  
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3. Management Intent 
The overarching management intent for the V-Dec area is the removal of weeds and protection of native vegetation 

within the Flinders-Karawatha Bioregional Corridor to prevent the loss of biodiversity and maintain ecological 

processes. The successful implementation of proposed management mechanisms will assist with the creation of a 

self-sustaining, continuous area of high quality Koala and Grey-headed Flying-fox habitat, facilitating their 

persistence within the local landscape. This will help to achieve ICC’s vision to create a locally significant 

conservation area within the Flinders–Karawatha Bioregional Corridor. 

 

The intent is to secure the area by a V-Dec under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 (VMA), which allows 

landowners to protect areas of native vegetation otherwise not protected by the VMA, with the exception of 

registered easements. Revegetated regrowth areas will be managed to achieve ‘remnant status’ and in particular to 

exhibit the structural and floristic characteristics of Endangered RE12.8.24, Of Concern RE12.9-10-10.2/12.9-

10.7/12.9-10.19 and Least Concern RE 12.9-10.19a and RE12.9-10.17a in their undisturbed state. Areas of remnant 

vegetation will be managed to enhance and sustain their ecological conditions and local environmental values to 

reduce their exposure to threatening processes including weed invasion, pollution, clearing and disturbance.  

3.1. Criteria for Declaration 

The V-Dec area satisfies criteria for declaration under the Guide to Voluntary Declarations under the VMA. The V-

Dec area is considered an: 

 

� Area of high nature conservation value, specifically: 

(d) an area that makes a significant contribution to the conservation of biodiversity 

3.2. Management Outcomes 

The management outcome for the declared area is that the vegetation within the declared area meets the criteria, 

thresholds and descriptions outlined in the definition of remnant vegetation in the VMA. Additionally, that the 

entire declaration area is controlled and managed for the removal and suppression of declared weed species. 

Management outcomes are consistent with the requirements EPBC Act Environmental Offsets Policy and generally in 

accordance with management outcomes of the Queensland Environmental Offsets Policy 2014, specifically in terms 

of: 

 

� Size of the offset area 

� Location 

� Regional Ecosystem Type 

� Habitat Values 

� Condition 

� Landscape Features, including connectivity 

� Biodiversity Values 

� Environmental Values 

 

The management outcome does not apply to existing easement corridors and access tracks used to access these 

easement corridors .  



 
 

 saunders havill group page 9 

environmental management 

V-Dec Management Plan 

3.3. Activities to achieve the management outcome 

The following activities will occur in the declared area. These are primarily limited to weed removal, pest 

management and supplementary rehabilitation works as agreed with ICC, the landowner of the declared area. 

1. With the exception of registered easements and access tracks, clearing of native vegetation may only occur in 

accordance with an exemption defined by Schedule 24 of the Sustainable Planning Regulation 2009 or a 

development approval under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009. 

2. All reasonable measures must be taken to minimise the introduction, establishment and spread of non-native 

plants. Where non-native plants already occur in the area, all reasonable measures must be taken to remove 

and control the non-native plants.  

3. All reasonable measures must be taken to remove weeds of national environmental significance as declared by 

the Commonwealth.  

4. All reasonable measures must be taken towards undertaking natural and assisted regeneration.  

5. All reasonable measure must be taken towards implementing erosion and sediment control.  

N.B. Refer to Appendix E for the ‘V-Dec Management Plan – Weed Management’ which provides specific details 

and management activities. 

3.4. Ongoing Activities 

The V-Dec area is currently zoned and maintained by ICC as part of the Conservation network. Existing restrictions 

(e.g. no dogs or motorbikes) which apply in this area remain unchanged by this V-Dec. Ongoing activities 

anticipated to continue within the V-Dec area include: 

 

� All lawful use rights of Powerlink within the extent of the easement area and access tracks. 

� All lawful use rights of Seqwater within the extent of the easement area. 

� Public access for passive recreation purposes including: 

o Bushwalking 

o Mountain biking 

o Horse riding 

o Bird and fauna watching 

� Maintenance of bushfire access and tracks in accordance with ICC approved management plans. 

� Track and trail access and construction. 

� Nature based recreation style embellishments (i.e. signage, seating, shelters etc.) 

3.5. Term 

The term of this plan is 10 years to achieve the management outcome. As per conditions of the EPBC approval (refer 

Appendix B), the currency period for management of the declaration area is 20 years from the date of Spring 

Mountain Estate initial construction.  

 

It is noted that an agreement is in place between ICC and Lendlease detailing the estimated 10 year maintenance 

term to achieve the outcomes of this V-Dec Management Plan (refer Section 4). Lendlease will undertake 

maintenance works until the management outcomes are considered by NRM to be achieved. Post achievement, 

the the V-Dec area will be transferred to ICC as part of their larger conservation land holdings. Council will continue 

to undertake long term management and maintenance of the land in perpetuity. .
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4. Management  

4.1. Management Actions - Timing of Delivery  

It is intended that the V-Dec Area will be managed in perpetuity. In accordance with EPBC approval the currency period for the management proponent within the offset area is 20 years from the commencement of Spring Mountain Estate. The V-

Dec Area will undergo significant, active management works by Lendlease for the first 10 years from commencement which will include monitoring and adaptive management. After this time and with all agreed works completed, Council will 

assume responsibilities for maintenance of the broader V-Dec Area. 

 

The following table (Table 1) identifies the actions which will be undertaken for the V-Dec Area, by whom and when. 

 

Table 1:  Schedule of Management Actions  

 

Management Action How the action will be carried out Where the action will be carried 

out 

When the action will be 

carried out 

Who will be carrying out the action 

Vegetation Clearing Vegetation clearing on the V-Dec Area is restricted to: 

a. that is necessary for the removal of non-native weeds or declared plants, 

b. establishing and maintaining boundary fencing, 

c. establishing and maintaining fire breaks, 

d. establishing and maintaining nature based recreational trails/tracks; 

e. establishing and maintaining easements, and  

f. ensuring public safety. 

Where vegetation clearing is sought for any other purpose, not specified in the V-Dec Management Plan, the landowner 

or person proposing to undertaken the clearing must contact the relevant department administering the VMA.  

Where required As required Lendlease for the first 10 years, Council 

thereafter 

Fire Fire is to be, where possible, excluded from the V-Dec Area by: 

a. maintaining firebreaks relative to the V-Dec Area; and  

b. firebreaks are to be co-located with existing roads, fence lines and tracks, where possible. 

Only fire control works in accordance with an approved bushfire management plan can occur within the V-Dec Area.   

Where required As required Council (in consultations with Lendlease for 

the first 10 years) 

Pest and Animal 

Management 

Minimise the introduction of pest animals and control of existing population of pest animals within the V-Dec Area.   

 

Monitor for the presence of feral cats, dogs and foxes, in accordance with ICC’s pest control requirements for the 

Springfield Wildlife Corridor.   

Where required As required Council (in consultations with Lendlease for 

the first 10 years) 

Weeds Keep the introduction, establishment and spread of non-native weeds including restricted invasive plants under the 

Biosecurity Act 2014 to ensure that the non-native weeds do not cover more than 10 % of the V-Dec Area. 

 

Control existing infestations of non-native weeds including restricted invasive plants under the Biosecurity Act 2014 to 

ensure that the non-native weeds do not cover more than 10 % of the V-Dec Area. 

 

In accordance with the V-dec Weed 

Management Plan 

In accordance with the V-dec 

Weed Management Plan 

Lendlease for the first 10 years, Council 

thereafter 
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4.2. Funding 

All upfront costs associated with the weed management and revegetation of the V-Dec area will be the 

responsibility of the proponent (Lendlease Communities Australia Pty Ltd). Detailed weed management 

plans endorsed by Council are included in Attachment E. As part of this agreement between Lendlease and 

ICC, timeframes and criteria for the works to be considered complete are outlined. If at any stage the success 

of the weed management and revegetation works do not achieve the criteria outlined in Attachment E then 

the works remain the responsibility of Lendlease.  

 

Lendlease is committed to providing ongoing funding for weed management and rehabilitation as set out in 

this V-Dec Management Plan.  

 

Post achievement of the commitments in this V-Dec Management Plan the maintenance of the V-Dec area will 

be transferred to ICC as part of their larger conservation land holdings. 

4.3. Monitoring and Reporting Procedures 

The objective on this V-Dec Management Plan is to maintain and enhance the Koala and Grey-headed Flying-

fox habitat values through the declaration area. As agreed with ICC this to be primarily achieved through 

weed management works. As such, monitoring and reporting will be undertaken to confirm if this objective 

has been or is going to be achieved. This includes both short term and long term criteria to measure success. 

The V-Dec area, which is already functioning as Koala and Grey-headed Flying-fox habitat, is to be managed 

through weed removal and native regeneration. Monitoring of weed management and regeneration works 

allows for: 

 

� A review of the pre-established performance indicators for measuring the success of the weed 

removal and control; 

� Ensure level of protection for existing identified native vegetation inclusive of that which has 

naturally regenerated; 

� Review the rate of spread or contraction of weed infestation within the control program; 

� Monitor the rate of assisted regeneration and revegetation of desirable native species promoted in 

areas where weeds have been removed; and 

� Identification of new weed threats or other factors which may be affecting areas designated for 

rehabilitation.  

 

4.3.1 Benchmarks 

The weed management and rehabilitation works aim to improve the flora and fauna values of the V-Dec area 

through weed removal and promoting native species growth. The following breakdown of works are 

proposed: 

 

a) Existing Vegetation Areas: 

� Primary weed removal completed 

� Secondary weed removal completed 

� Minimum 90% weed removal from existing vegetation 

� 10% or less weeds present on-site 

� Any additional revegetation required has 85% success rate 
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b) Revegetation Areas 

� All required planting completed 

� Evidence of ongoing weed management 

� Maximum of 10% plant failures at time of inspection 

� Plants established and free of weeds 

4.3.2 Monitoring Timeframes 

As per the schedule provided in Table 1, initial monitoring and reporting of weed removal and revegetation 

/ regeneration works will be undertaken monthly within the works area. Monthly monitoring is to be 

completed by Lendlease for the first 18 months post weed management works. This will determine whether 

weed removal and regeneration targets are met.  Quarterly joint inspections of the weed management areas 

are to be held between ICC and Lendlease. 

 

Once the rehabilitated areas have been established, monitoring will continue regularly until final changeover 

to Council management. The purpose of this monitoring will be to identify: 

 

� Whether weed invasion has been controlled 

� Whether the number of individuals within the vegetation community is being sustained or increased 

by natural recruitment 

� Whether adequate levels of biodiversity (genetic variation) are maintained through generations of 

flora. 

� Occurrence and utilisation by native fauna to assess ecosystem restoration.  

4.3.3 Reporting 

In accordance with EPBC approval requirements, throughout the monitoring of rehabilitation works, results 

will be recorded as part of a progress report and be made available via Lendlease project website within 10 

business days of the monitoring event. This will allow for an assessment of whether the rehabilitation works 

are achieving set objectives and targets and will trigger corrective actions should results fall short of targets.  

4.3.4 Contingency Measures 

The following potential risks to the successful implementation of the V-Dec Management Plan have been 

identified: 

 

� Failure of successful regeneration of juvenile / planted specimens 

� Failure of weed management  

 

Should the initial weed removal and revegetation works fail to achieve the objectives for the V-Dec area, 

monitoring and reporting procedures will facilitate the identification of the cause of failure, whether that be 

due to flooding, drought, poor soil quality, inadequacy of weed removal techniques, impacts from human 

disturbance or other causative events. Once the causative event of failure is identified, corrective actions can 

be imposed to implement new procedures, techniques or management measures.  

 

Potential contingency measures include: 

 

� Use of different plant species or using higher ratios of successful species; 

� Implementation of more aggressive weed removal and management techniques; 

� Utilising a variety of water sources during drought; 

� Replanting where damage has occurred as a result of unexpected events such as flooding and fire; 
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� Erection of fences or signs where failure has occurred as a result of human disturbance; and 

� Maximising surface roughness to slow runoff, which reduces erosion and provides more time for 

plants to absorb water. 

 

As noted previously, Lendlease has provided a commitment to the ongoing funding of rehabilitation works 

until management handover to Council. In addition, rehabilitation works must be established to an acceptable 

standard before Council will take on management of V-Dec area. The process of accepting the completed 

works requires regular monitoring and acceptance by Council that objectives have been achieved. The onus 

to manage and maintain the V-Dec area lies on the proponent and must be achieved in order to comply with 

Commonwealth Government approval conditions. 
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4.4. Consent Agreement 

Department of Natural Resources and Mines 

 

 

Signature:  ___________________ 

Name:  

Position: Natural Resource Management Officer 

Date:       /       / 2016    

 

 

Owner: Ipswich City Council 

 

 

Signature:  ___________________ 

Name:  

Date:       /       / 2016    

 

 

 

 

Easement Owner: Powerlink 

 

 

Signature:  ___________________ 

Name:  

Date:       /       / 2016    

 

 

 

 

Easement Owner: Seqwater 

 

 

Signature:  ___________________ 

Name:  

Date:       /       / 2016    
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Appendices 
Appendix A 

 V-Dec Supporting Information Details 

 

Appendix B 

 EPBC Approval and Conditions 

 

Appendix C 

 Declared Area Plan 

 

Appendix D 

 Property Map of Assessable Vegetation 

 

Appendix E 

 V-Dec Weed Management Plan 
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Appendix A 
V-Dec Supporting Information Details 

  



 

 

 saunders havill group page 17 

environmental management 

V-Dec Management Plan 

Section 1 Case details 
Name of applicant Ian Murray 

Company (if applicable) Lendlease Communities Australia Pty Ltd 

Lot/plan associated 

with development 

Lot 22 on SP234042 

Lot 33 on SP269190   

DLGIP case number (e.g. 

SDA-0815-123456) 

N/A  

 

 

Section 3 Contact details for offset delivery 
Name John Kibble 

Company (if applicable) Lendlease Communities Pty Ltd 

Postal Address  GPO Box 2777 

Brisbane QLD 4001 

Phone 0408 558 808 

Fax  

Email address john.kibble@lendlease.com 
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Section 4 Environmental offset site particulars 

 

4.1 Offset site property and ownership details  
If the offset will be delivered on more than one lot, please duplicate the table below. 

Lot on plan details 

(property description) 

Lot 11 on S31533, Lot 705 on SP151175, Lot 740 on SP179412, Lot 745 

on SP242282, Lot 747 on SP189043, Lot 751 on SP189053, Lot 752 on 

SP189053, Lot 753 on SP189054 and Lot 748 on SP189044 

Street address Sinnathamby Boulevard, Springfield  4300 

Name of Registered 

Owner(s)/ Licensee/s or 

Trustee/s  

Ipswich City Council  

Tenure Type*  Estate in Fee Simple (freehold)   Leasehold (agriculture and grazing)  

 Other: ______________ 

Property Name (if 

applicable) 

Part of ICC’s Springfield Wildlife Corridor 

Area of Property (ha) 396ha 

Local Government Area Ipswich City Council 

Sub-region/Bioregion Bioregion 12 – South East Queensland 

 

* For requests on State land (or non-freehold) tenures, the views of the State Land Asset Management unit of DNRM may 

be sought to ensure the proposal is consistent with the purpose of the tenure. For example, on agricultural and grazing 

leases the proposal would need to allow a level of agriculture or grazing to occur over the area to be consistent with the 

tenure, in accordance with the Land Act 1994. Please contact DNRM for further information. 

4.2 Registered Interests* 
 

Parcel  

(lot and plan) 

Are there any Registered 

Interests on the lot?  

Type of Registered 

Interest 

Registered interest holder’s 

name and contact details 

751 SP189053; 

748 SP189044; 

745 SP242282; 

747 SP189043 

 Yes   

 No   

Easement Powerlink 

33 Harold St 

Virginia QLD 4014 

745 SP242282  Yes   

 No   

Easement  Seqwater 

PO Box 16146, 

City East QLD 4002 

*Registered interests are mortgages, leases, subleases, covenants, profit á prendes, easements and building management 

statements, that have been registered on title under the Land Act 1994 or the Land Title Act 1994. Please contact DNRM if 

you are unsure if there are any registered interests on your property. 
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Section 5 Legal security 
 

How will the offset area 

be legally secured? 

 Voluntary Declaration for an area of high nature conservation value under the 

Vegetation Management Act 1999 

*Note that if a Voluntary Declaration is proposed for securing the offset, this 

offset delivery plan meets the requirements and will be accepted as a declared 

area management plan. 

 Environmental offset protection area under the Environmental Offsets Act 

2014 

 Under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 

 Other:_________________  

Why is it considered the 

best method for 

securing the offset 

area? 

Provides for management and protection in accordance with 

Commonwealth approval conditions for Spring Mountain Estate (EPBC Ref: 

2013/7057) and allows for registered easement holder’s rights and 

interests to be maintained.  

When will the offset 

area be legally secured?  

What is the timeframe for 

securing the offset area? 

Note that the offset must be 

legally secured for the 

duration of the impact. 

As per EPBC approval conditions, the currency period for management of 

the declaration is 20 years from the date of commencement of Spring 

Mountain Estate. Management obligations have a term of 10 years as per 

the V-Dec Management Plan.  

Why is this timeframe 

for securing the offset 

area considered 

reasonable? 

Are there any registered 

interests or other parties that 

need to be in agreement? Are 

there any other approvals 

that need to be given? (e.g. if 

the application is for a 

reconfiguration then securing 

the area may need to wait 

until an approval is given by 

the assessment manager) 

A high level of tenure security exists on the allotment though mapped 

remnant, partial exclusion of the land from the regional plan urban 

footprint and Council zoning of Conservation. The 20 year timeframe of 

the V-Dec enables the proponent to invest in significant weed 

management and conservation improvement works over first 10 years in 

accordance with the V-Dec Management Plan. Further, the V-Dec provides 

the legal certainty to support this investment and conservation use 

through the complete removal of urban footprint designations and 

transitioning of protection in perpetuity.  

What is the expected 

timeframe for the 

management outcomes 

of the offset delivery 

plan to be achieved?  

Management will include primary, secondary and maintenance stages 

which will be completed over 10 years until handover to Council, under 

which ongoing maintenance will continue as part of the broader 

conservation estate.   
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Section 6 Offset site delivery information 
 

Describe the existing 

land use of the land on 

which the 

environmental offset 

will be undertaken. 

Conservation / nature based recreation. The land adjoins a water tower, 

maintenance tracks and is traversed by easements registered by Seqwater 

and Powerlink. A number of lawful uses and access occurs in parts of the 

land.  

Describe any impacts 

that land use (existing 

use and as a result of 

any development 

approval) may have on 

the delivery of the 

offset. 

Nil. Easement holder rights and access tracks will be maintained. As part 

of broader agreement between Lendlease and ICC, low scale nature based 

recreation will be better managed and unlawful access and uses will be 

controlled.  

Is the environmental 

offset staged? 

 

 Yes   No   

If yes, please complete offset delivery form EOD6 (Staged Offset Details). This form can be 

found at http://www.qld.gov.au/environment/pollution/management/offsets/  

 
Section 7 Description of the offset site 
The description of the environmental offset site should include, but is not limited to, the following 

information. This information is required to meet the offsets policy and to secure the offset area through a 

voluntary declaration under the Vegetation Management Act 1999. Please contact DNRM if you require 

assistance providing this information. 

 

Area (hectares) of environmental offset site 

396ha 

Brief description of the landscape features e.g. topography, geology, soils, landzone 

The Queensland Government’s Regional Ecosystem map shows the site contains Endangered, Of 

Concern and Least Concern regional ecosystems. Specifically, RE12.8.24 (Endangered), RE12.9-

10.7a (Of Concern), RE12.9-10.2 (Least Concern), RE12.9-10.17 (Least Concern) and RE12.9-10.19 

(Least Concern). 

 

The V-Dec area contains steep slopes with elevations of 120m along ridgelines to 80m in gullies. 

Soils consists of ‘sublabile to quartozose sandstone, siltstone, shale, thin coal seams’. The land zone 

is described as 9 and 10. A number of first order drainage features commence within or traverse 

the offset area.  

 

Pre-clearing regional ecosystem (if known) for offset sites containing non-remnant vegetation 
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Pre-clear mapping identifies the V-Dec area as containing composite Endangered RE12.9-

10.12/12.9-10.15, Of Concern RE12.9-10.2/12.9-10.7/12.9-10.19 and Least Concern RE12.9-10.19a  

Brief description of any existing vegetation – e.g. species, densities, and  heights (including pest 

plants) 

Flora field surveys showed that canopy trees in areas within close proximity to the gully lines 

(waterways and drainage lines) are regularly composed of Eucalyptus tereticornis (Forest Red Gum) 

and/or Eucalyptus microcorys (Tallowwood), with Eucalyptus siderophloia (Grey Ironbark), 

Eucalyptus crebra (Narrow leaved Ironbark), Eucalyptus moluccana (Gum-topped Box), Eucalyptus 

seeana (Narrow leaved Red Gum) and Lophostemon suaveolens (Swamp Box).  

Overall, the ridgelines and mid to upper slope areas showed greater percentages of non-eucalypt 

species, such as Corymbia citriodora (Spotted Gum), Corymbia intermedia (Pink Bloodwood) and 

Angophora leiocarpa (Smooth-bark Apple). Across the site, a number of weed species were 

identified. Gully lines in particular were areas observed to have a denser shrub layer of Lantana 

camara (Lantana). 

Threatened species - if an environmental offset is required for a threatened species, does it already 

use/inhabit the offset area? 

The V-Dec area is required to compensate for clearing of Koala and Grey-headed Flying-fox habitat 

as per EPBC approval conditions. Both of these species are considered to utilise the offset area. 

Explain why the offset is of sufficient size and scale proportionate to the area that will be cleared 

It is a requirement that the offset provide a conservation outcome for the prescribed matter that achieves at least an 

equivalent environmental outcome. This can be achieved by comparing the habitat quality of the offset site with that of 

the impact site by using the Guide to determining terrestrial habitat quality and the Land-based offset multiplier 

calculator, both found at http://www.qld.gov.au/environment/pollution/management/offsets/    

The V-Dec area is of sufficient size and scale to meet the EPBC Environmental Offset Policy and 

required as per EPBC conditions.  

Describe the measures that will be taken to minimise any time-lag between the impact and delivery 

of the offset site? 

e.g. does your offset site contain regrowth vegetation? Does the threatened species already use, or exist in, the area? 

The V-Dec area will remain as Conservation land and continue to provide habitat for threatened 

species, in particular Koala and Grey-headed Flying-fox. Significant management works by the 

proponent will occur over a 10 year term in accordance with the V-Dec Management Plan. No major 

long term impacts are predicted as the land already provides a base level of habitat. The purpose 

of this offset is to improve this habitat quality over the development area. Any primary works in the 

offset area are programmed to be achieved in the first 10 years. The impact of the development 
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occurs over a 20 year period. As a result, the full benefit of the offset should be realised at the 

halfway mark of the impact. 
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Section 8 Offset site management plan 
Describe how the environmental offset site will be managed to achieve a conservation outcome/s. To ensure the environmental offset site is capable of delivering 

a conservation outcome for the impacted prescribed environmental matter, ensure that the offset site contains the relevant characteristics listed in section 2.3.1.6 

of the Queensland Environmental Offset Policy. 

What is the specific purpose and desired outcomes of the offset site and its management?  

 The Category X/C/R areas that form part of the offset area will be managed so that within X years they will have the height, density and species expected 

of the regional ecosystem and meets remnant status and will be shown as Category B on the Regulated Vegetation Management Map. 

 The Category B areas that form part of the offset area will be managed to achieve a conservation outcome in accordance with the management activities 

of this plan. 

 Offset area will be mapped as Category A on the Regulated Vegetation Management Map to ensure visibility of offset area and associated management 

plan to future property owners. 

 The management activities associated with the offset area will continue until all the vegetation reaches remnant status and can be mapped as essential 

habitat for the Koala and Grey-headed Flying-fox. 

 Other:_______________________ 

List the benefits the offset delivery plan will have on the prescribed environmental matter e.g. if an environmental offset is required for a fauna species, 

describe how the environmental offset site will benefit the species. This ensures that a conservation outcome/s for each prescribed environmental matter 

will be achieved.  

The benefits of this V-Dec area to the Koala and Grey-headed Flying-fox will be: 

• Creating and protecting a habitat corridor for these species in the Flinders-Karawatha Bioregional Corridor 

• Increase in quality of vegetation through removal and control of weeds, rehabilitation of drainage lines and enhancement of regrowth areas 

• Adaptive management during monitoring and maintenance period 
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Describe the land management practices that will be used to achieve the conservation outcome/s. Include details of the location and area of each 

management practice as necessary (i.e. property scale, paddock, part of watercourse). Ensure these locations are identified on an attached map. 

The V-Dec Management Plan proposed activities that will support the natural regeneration and restoration of biodiversity values including weed management 

(particularly removal of dominate weed infestations and along drainage lines), erosion and sediment control, adaptive management and maintenance.  

1. Management actions 

Issue Management action How will it be 

carried out 

Location Timing Who will be doing 

the activity 

Comments 

Primary Weed 

Removal 

Initial weed removal / 

treatment of site weeds 

involving manual 

removal, stock piling 

and disposal, and initial 

usage of prescribed 

herbicides.  

In accordance with 

methods detailed 

in the South East 

Queensland 

Ecological 

Restoration 

Guidelines 

In accordance with 

Spring Mountain 

V-Dec Area 

Management Plan 

At the 

commencement 

of Spring 

Mountain  

(Quarterly) 

Contractor – 

appointed by 

Lendlease 

Initial control of dominant 

weed infestations. Impacts 

on watercourses will be 

managed and mitigated.   

Secondary 

(Follow Up) 

Weed Removal 

Follow up weed 

removal involving 

quarterly inspection of 

areas having 

undergone Primary 

Weed Removal and 

treatment of 

infestations or 

outbrakes as required.  

In accordance with 

methods detailed 

in the South East 

Queensland 

Ecological 

Restoration 

Guidelines 

In accordance with 

Spring Mountain 

V-Dec Area 

Management Plan 

Quarterly Contractor – 

appointed by 

Lendlease 

Follow up control of 

weeds. Impacts on 

watercourses will be 

managed and mitigated. 
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Maintenance 

Weeding 

Final stage of weeding 

which occurs in areas 

where the majority of 

weeds have been 

removed and treated 

and continues to 

remove additional 

outbreaks while 

fostering for natural 

regeneration and 

regrowth seedlings.  

In accordance with 

methods detailed 

in the South East 

Queensland 

Ecological 

Restoration 

Guidelines 

In accordance with 

Spring Mountain 

V-Dec Area 

Management Plan 

Annually Contractor – 

appointed by 

Lendlease 

At completion of site 

weeding works and agreed 

maintenance timeframe of 

10 years.  

2. Restrictions 

Restriction Details Comments 

Vegetation 

Clearing 

Vegetation clearing on the V-Dec area is restricted to:  

• With the exception of registered easements, clearing of native vegetation 

may only occur in accordance with an exemption defined by Schedule 24 of 

the Sustainable Planning Regulation 2009 or a development approval under 

the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 including maintenance of access tracks and 

public access for nature based recreation 

• All reasonable measures must be taken to minimise the introduction, 

establishment and spread of non-native plants. Where non-native plants 

already occur in the area, all reasonable measures must be taken to control 

the non-native plant.  

• All reasonable measures must be taken to weeds of national environmental 

significance as declared by the Commonwealth. 
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• All reasonable measures must be taken towards natural and assisted 

regeneration. 

• All reasonable measure must be taken towards erosion and sediment control.  

• Ensure public safety 

Fauna � Activities in the V-Dec area will not damage, destroy, mark, move, dig up or 

otherwise interfere with active nests, burrows, roots, caves or other 

structures used by native animals. 

 

Fire � Fire is managed in accordance with the Council’s bushfire management plan  

Waterways � The bed and banks of waterways are not modified unless associated with the 

requirements of a permit and an approved management plan (refer to Spring 

Mountain V-Dec Area Management Plan) 

 

What are the risks of the offset failing to achieve the conservation outcome and how will these be managed? 

Risk Level of risk (Extreme, High, 

Moderate or Low) 

Proposed actions to minimise risk Proposed remedial actions if risk occurs 

Failure of 

successful 

regeneration of 

juvenile / 

planted 

specimens 

 

Failure of weed 

management  

Low. Should the initial weed removal and revegetation works fail 

to achieve the objectives for the offset area, monitoring 

and reporting procedures will facilitate the identification of 

the cause of failure, whether that be due to flooding, 

drought, poor soil quality, inadequacy of weed removal 

techniques, impacts from human disturbance or other 

causative events.  

Once the causative event of failure is identified, 

corrective actions can be imposed to implement 

new procedures, techniques or management 

measures 
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Describe how will the conservation outcome/s will be measured and monitored? i.e. how will you know when you have achieved the desired outcomes. 

Insert general description of monitoring and reporting activities e.g. regular reporting, photo monitoring, surveying, field measurements, recording management activities etc. This can include 

periodic assessment in accordance with the Guide to determining terrestrial habitat quality to determine gains in quality. 

Management will occur over 10 years. Secondary weed management will be undertaken quarterly and adaptive management and monitoring will occur in 

conjunction with Council until works are completed to the required level of Council handover. Reporting will include a short memo style report responding 

to agreed criteria including: 

� Date, time and weather conditions at the time of inspection  

� Changes in weed extent populations (spreading/contracting) 

� Changes in weed densities 

� Health of existing weed vegetation protected by NRM provisions 

� Rate and success of revegetation plantings 

� Growths of PFC rates of assisted regeneration areas 

� Occurrences of new weed infestations or species outbreaks 

� Comments on any indirect changes to the area as a result of weed management (i.e. erosion/change in weed footprints/death to natives, and  

� A visual diary of imagery from selected locations at each inspection (including the pre-state and quarterly inspections).  

� A plan and descriptions of terrestrial habitat guideline monitoring 

Reporting 

The V-Dec Area monitoring report will include: 

• Name and contact details of landholder/management body 

• DLGIP and DNRM case numbers 

• Lot/plan and address 

• An overview of the progress of the management area in achieving the management outcomes  

• Details of the management activities undertaken 

• How any risk or threats have impacted the area and activities undertaken to manage these  
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• Photo monitoring details (photos from identified sites should be included in the report)  

• Other monitoring outputs e.g., transect details, Biocondition results, survey details etc. 

• If offset is for essential habitat for a species, species presence/absence should be noted 

• Any amendments to the management activities/schedule, restrictions or monitoring and reporting requirements 

• Other 

Reports are due to DNRM and ICC by 30 June and will be provided       annually or    biannually 

It is noted that in accordance with the EPBC development permit Lendlease are required to undertake and publish reports on the offset area.  
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Appendix B 
Spring Mountain EPBC Act Approval (EPBC 2013/7057) 
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Appendix C 
Declared Area Plan 
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Appendix D 
Property Map of Assessable Vegetation 
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Appendix E 
V-Dec Area Weed Management Plan 
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INTRODUCTION
This Voluntary Declaration (V-DEC) Management Plan has been prepared to
outline specific weed management works to accompany an application for the
registration of a Voluntary Declaration over Council owned conservation land at
Spring Mountain.  The land is located adjoining the Lend Lease Communities
Pty Ltd Spring Mountain Precinct Development within Greater Springfield.  The
conservation land to which the V-Dec application applies was dedicated to
Ipswich City Council (ICC) by Springfield Land Corporation (SLC) between 2006
and 2011.  As part of the negotiation and approval of an Environment Protection

and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) for the adjoining Lend Lease
Spring Mountain Precinct project the proponent is required to undertake
improvement works within the Council owned Conservation Land.  The same
approval also seeks the land is   via the registration of a
Voluntary Declaration on title.

To complete this registration the V-Dec requires consent from the land owner
(Ipswich City Council) and registered interests (Powerlink and SEQ Water).  As
part of the process a management plan which outlines the improvement works
proposed must also be prepared and submitted.  A number of rolling meetings
have been held with ICC Parks and Environment Staff.  ICC already retain a
management plan for the conservation land which covers a range of
improvement works and activities.  As agreed with ICC the primary purpose of
this V-Dec Management Plan is to bring forward weed management works
within the designated area.  This plan series provides details on proposed weed
management.

V-DEC MANAGEMENT PLAN - WEED MANAGEMENT

MSDNRM Submission Issue25/05/2016C

MSEdits to DNRM Submission Issue24/08/2016D
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This Voluntary Declaration (V-DEC) Management Plan links specific weed removal and
management measures with spatial areas within the declared area included with the voluntary
declaration application.  This V-DEC management plan covers the 396ha of land previous
dedicated by Springfield Land Corporation (SLC) to Ipswich City Council (ICC). This is inclusive
of the 293ha area forming the basis of an environmental offset for Lendlease.

WEED CONTROL PROGRAM TIMING

The primary stage of manual weed removal, treatment and disposal for the V-DEC area is to
commence upon the registering of the V-Dec document. Weed removal and maintenance is to
occur in 4 staged areas and continue over a 10 year period.

Primary Weed Removal Stage - Consists of the initial weed removal / treatment of site weeds via
the methods detailed within the South East Queensland Ecological Restoration Guidelines.
Essentially involves the manual removal, stock piling and disposal and initial usage of prescribed
herbicides.  Additional notes below include:

Implemented weed control method according to this plan.
Weed trees located within 20M zone of the existing trail network are to be removed where
trunk is cut down to ground level and vegetative matter removed.
Program timing; primary weed removal phase is considered to be completed when all existing
weeds within the stage for the declared area have been removed or treated. Both the
secondary phase and the primary phase of weed removal can occur concurrently in different
stage areas over time.
A key map is to be provided logging the progress of areas from primary to secondary phases
of weed removal and areas of rehabilitation as part of the reporting progress.

Secondary or Follow-up Weeding - for all areas will involve the quarterly inspection of areas
having undergone Primary Weed Removal and treatment of infestations or outbreak as required.
Additional notes below include:

Implemented weed control method according to this plan.
Weed trees located within 20M zone of the existing trail network are to be removed where
trunk  is cut down to ground level and vegetative matter removed.
Program timing; primary weed removal phase is considered to be completed when all existing
weeds within the declared area have been removed initially. Both the secondary phase and the
primary phase of weed removal can occur concurrently in different work areas over time.
A key map is to be provided logging the progress of areas from primary to secondary phases
of weed removal and areas of rehabilitation  as part of the reporting progress.

Maintenance Weeding Phase - final stage of weeding which occurs in areas where the majority of
weeds have been removed and treated.  Maintenance weeding continues to remove additional
outbreaks but also allows for the fostering of natural regeneration and regrowth seedlings.
Additional notes below include:

Implemented weed control method according to this plan.
Weed trees located within 20M zone of the existing trail network are to be removed where
trunk  is cut down to ground level and vegetative matter removed.
Program timing; primary weed removal phase is considered to be completed when all existing
weeds within the designated Park have been removed initially. Both the secondary phase and
the primary phase of weed removal can occur concurrently in different work areas over time.
A key map is to be provided logging the progress of areas from primary to secondary phases
of weed removal and areas of rehabilitation as part of the reporting progress.

Revegetation occurs in two (2) distinct zones throughout the management  Refer to
Drawing sheets for a full description of proposed plant species, sizes, densities and numbers.

NATURAL REGENERATION

Applies:
To relatively large, intact and weed-free areas of native vegetation.
Where the native plants are healthy and capable of regenerating without human intervention.
When native plant seed is stored in the soil or will be able to reach the site from nearby natural
areas, by birds or other animals, wind or water.
Where the plant community has a high potential for recovery after any short-lived disturbance,
such as a fire or cyclonic winds.
When preventative action is all that is required to avert on-going disturbance, e.g. erection of
fencing to prevent intrusion from cattle.

Planting in such sites can work against the aims of restoration by interfering with natural
regeneration.

The re-establishing plant community will be similar in structure, composition and diversity to the
original vegetation.

ASSISTED NATURAL REGENERATION

Applies:
To natural areas where the native plant community is largely healthy and functioning.
When native plant seed is still stored in the soil or will be able to reach the site from nearby
natural areas, by birds or other animals, wind or water.
Where the natural regeneration processes (seedling germination, root suckering etc.) are being
inhibited by external factors, such as weed invasion, soil compaction, cattle grazing,
mechanical slashing etc.
When limited human intervention, such as weed removal, minor amelioration of soil conditions,
erection of fencing, cessation of slashing, etc. will be enough to trigger the recovery processes
through natural regeneration.
When major component is weed control.

Planting in such sites can work against the aims of restoration by interfering with natural
regeneration.

The re-establishing plant community will be similar in structure, composition and diversity to the
original vegetation.

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROCEDURES

Monitoring of the parkland weed management and revegetation works allows for:

A review of the pre-established performance indicators for measuring the success of the
weed removal and control;

Ensure the level of protection for existing identified native vegetation inclusive of that which
has naturally regenerated;

Review the rate of spread or contraction of weed infestation within the control program;

Monitor the rate of assisted regeneration and revegetation of desirable native species
promoted in areas where weeds have been removed; and

Identification of new weed threats or other factors which may be effecting areas designated
for ecological rehabilitation.

Monitoring is required for weed eradication, revegetation and assisted regeneration.

MONITORING TIME FRAMES

For weed removal and revegetation three (3) Council determined timeframes form the anchor of
the monitoring process.  These include:

Council Pre-Start - On-site meeting prior to the initial commencement of  work within each stage
of  weed management.  Will involve Consultant, Contractor and Council to work through weed
treatment areas and clarify works approved and appointed.

On-Maintenance - At the completion of  the Primary Weed Removal Stage and Secondary
weeding an On-Maintenance meeting will be held with Council to inspect the works on-site in
relation to the approved plans and previously agreed on-maintenance criteria.

Off-Maintenance - At the completion of  all site weeding works and the agreed maintenance
timeframe a final inspection will be held by Council to determine if  works have been completed to
the required level for Council hand over.

REPORTING

Reporting to Ipswich City Council will occur on a six (6) month interval during the total period.
Council will physically attend the Pre-Start, On-maintenance and Off-maintenance meetings.  For
this project it is recommended reporting include a short memo styled report responding to agreed
criteria.  As part of the monitoring a number of pre-determined transect and quadrant sampling
sites have been allocated.  At these locations a number of baseline studies have been completed
and will be repeated post weed removal and maintenance to measure the success of the
programmed works.  It is also recommended this include a visual diary of imagery from selected
locations at each inspection (Including the pre-start and monthly inspections).  The imagery for the
six (6) month period will be included with the report to Council.

In addition to the photo monitoring the biannual report to Council should include sufficient
information on:

Date, time and whether conditions at time of inspection
Changes in weed extent populations (spreading / contracting)
Changes in weed densities
Health of existing vegetation protected by NRM provisions
Rate of success for revegetation plantings
Growth and PFC rate of assisted regeneration areas
Occurences of new weed infestations or species outbreaks
Comments on any indirect changes to the area as a result of weed management (ie erosion
/ change in weed footprints / death to natives)
Annual reporting is required to be sent to the Department of the Environment (DOE).

RESOURCES / ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES

All resources required to implement this plan will be provided by the proponent (Lendlease).  The
following roles are applicable:

PROPONENT
Ensure all consultants, contractors, sub contractors or others utilizing the area are aware of
the V-DEC Management Plan.
Appoint appropriate consultants and contractors to undertake works as prescribed on the
drawings and conditioned by Ipswich City Council.
Cover the costs of all necessary resources to ensure works are completed as per the
approved documents.

CONSULTANTS
Brief the proponent on their requirements in implementing and maintaining works as per the
V-DEC Management Plan.
Attend pre start, on maintenance and off maintenance meetings.
Undertake monitoring and reporting to Ipswich City Council as set up by this document.
Be available to respond to technical queries or departures to the approved documentation
when on-site conditions require changes.
Liaise with Council throughout all stages of approval, initial works and maintenance of
works.

COUNCIL
Provide technical expertise via commentary on the approval of documentation.
Attend pre-start, on and off maintenance inspections.
Undertake random inspections through the Secondary weed management and Maintenance
weed management phases.
Accept and review biannual reports as dictated in this document.

CONTRACTOR
Complete works in strict accordance with the documentation.
Recommend changes to the documentation when specific experience or on-site conditions
require so.
Attend pre-start, on and off maintenance inspections.

NOTESNOTES

745
SP242282

740
SP179412

747
SP189043

748
SP189044

751
SP189053

753
SP189054

MSSubmission Issue22/02/2016B

Powerlink Easement

LEGEND

South East Queensland Water
Easement

V-DEC MANAGEMENT PLAN - WEED TREATMENT & REHABILITATION
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